


The boys and girls who come to

Babington House School receive a first

class education and enjoy coming to

school.  They grow in confidence and

maturity in the time they are with us

and make very close friendships.

We are unique in the area in combining an

outstanding Preparatory Department for boys and girls

from 3 – 11 years old with an equally impressive

selective Senior Department for girls from 11 -16 and

a co-educational Sixth Form, all housed in the same

beautiful buildings on Grange Drive, Chislehurst, near

Bromley.   

The senior students play an important role as

sports leaders, prefects and helpers with the younger

children and help to create a calm, purposeful

atmosphere of learning and achievement throughout

the whole school.  

Our small class sizes, of no more than 20, mean

we really get to know your sons and daughters.  We

develop their daring and wisdom so they can discover

their own individuality and become the very best that

they can be. 

We select children on their academic ability and

potential, as well as personal qualities.  Once at

Babington, they are encouraged to surpass their own

expectations.  We encourage a love of learning for its

own sake as well as preparing our pupils for the highly

competitive nature of the schools and universities they

move on to.

Above all, our academic, social and sporting

endeavours are underpinned by traditional, Christian

values which include a respect for others and an

awareness of a purpose greater than ourselves.

I hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of our

school and encourages you to come and see for

yourselves.

Tim Lello
Headmaster

Welcome







Seniors



Our excellent academic results are achieved because

we encourage a culture of high expectations.  We set

a brisk academic pace and the students are

encouraged to realise their potential in a setting which

is conducive to learning.

Pupils enjoy and achieve by developing new skills,

broadening their knowledge and growing in

confidence. Our students are well informed, prepared

to meet the challenges of higher education and to

take leading roles in society.

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum with

scope for students to pursue their own interests as

these emerge.  The timetable is constructed each year

around the students' choices with the hope that

everyone's individual needs can be met.

Academic Achievement

Babington House is renowned and respected for its

excellent pastoral care, promoting a nurturing

environment in a warm and friendly atmosphere.

This is achieved through small tutor groups, where

the form tutors watch over the personal development

of the class, working closely with the Head of Pastoral

Care and the Head of Curriculum, whilst the school's

House and 'buddy' systems help pupils develop self-

discipline and concern for others.

Our Year 11 girls take on significant positions of

responsibility and they meet regularly with the

Headmaster to spearhead a number of worthy charity

events throughout the school year.

Pastoral Care





We take sport seriously at Babington House School

and compete with remarkable success at the highest

levels. We also realise that, for many pupils, sport is

simply an enjoyable way to make friends and get fit.

We are lucky to have some extensive playing fields on

Elmstead Lane, a very short walk from the school.

We have competitive squads in Netball, Hockey,

Cricket, Athletics, Cross Country, Rounders and

Swimming (at the nearby Eric Liddell pool).  We also

enjoy Rock Climbing, Horse Riding (at local stables),

Trampolining, Football and many other sports.

A number of girls compete at the very highest

levels in their chosen sport, including representing

Great Britain. Their parents choose us because we are

able to support their demanding training regimes

outside school and we make sure they do not fall

behind on their studies when they attend international

competitions.

Beyond the Curriculum

Sport

“Babington House is a school that provides a
well-rounded education, not only academic,
but social and sporting” Current Parent





The beautiful new drama facilities and theatre are

always buzzing with lessons, workshops, rehearsals

and performances.  Whether behind the scenes,

manipulating the state of the art lighting and sound

facilities, in the chorus or centre stage in a leading

role, everyone at Babington House has the

opportunity to get involved.  We have a major

theatrical production every year, alternating between a

musical and a play, as well as many other

performances throughout the school year.

Drama Music
Music at Babington House thrives as an academic

subject, as an extra-curricular activity and an integral

part of the school's assemblies and church services.

The music suite offers the most up-to-date music

technology, enabling pupils to develop their writing

skills in composition.

Pupils are offered the opportunity to take part in

ensemble performance as well as solo performance,

including frequent informal and formal concerts

throughout the school year. Our senior choirs are

much celebrated and superbly coached by our Head

of Music, a professional opera singer in her own right. 

A large number of pupils learn a musical

instrument, take vocal training and have elocution

lessons. A team of professional musicians offer pupils

opportunities in vocal and instrumental training, where

success in graded examinations is encouraged.

Regular visits are taken to see performances and

participate in workshops at the Royal Opera House,

Covent Garden, and Glyndebourne.





As well as being a thriving academic discipline, art

plays an important part in the life of the school through

regular exhibitions, visits to galleries and by livening up

our walls.

Our newly extended Art and Textiles room reflects

the strong creative tradition at Babington House and

the girls are encouraged to express themselves

through photography, painting, drawing, printmaking,

construction and fashion design.

The imaginative use of art and textiles is often used

by other academic disciplines, such as using

mathematical geometry to design and make cushions,

and helps to provide vibrancy to all subjects.

Fine Art and Textiles



We run popular educational school trips in this country

and abroad and most recently have visited Paris,

Berlin and Bruges. We also enjoy an annual Skiing

Trip.

Being situated so close to Elmstead Woods train

station, which is only a 15 minute journey into the

heart of the capital, we are able to take full advantage

of the cultural life of London, and to draw upon the

museums, galleries, theatres and concert halls

around.

In the Senior Department, Year 10 students

successfully participate in the Duke of Edinburgh

Award Scheme.  The award is a year-long

commitment covering four strands of work:

volunteering, physical, skills and expedition.  The

overnight expedition is an invaluable experience

promoting team work, decision making and

responsibility.

We have our own climbing wall at school so the

girls are able to hone their safety procedures and

climbing skills in advance of climbing trips.

Trips and Outings



We have a large number of clubs and societies at

Babington House Senior School which take place

during lunch times and after school.  These clubs

reflect the interests of the staff and prefects who run

them ranging from Archaeology to Taekwondo. There

is a full list on our website.  Clubs are a great way for

the different year groups to mix together.  They also

provide a great opportunity for the seniors, under the

guidance of a member of staff, to develop their

organisational and leadership skills.

Clubs



Progression

“Our vision is to provide our students with the best
qualifications they can achieve and the insight and
confidence they need to succeed in the world beyond school”

After completing their GCSE’s at 16 years old the girls

are encouraged to apply to the Babington Sixth Form.

The co-educational, two year A Level programme is

an exciting new development for the school and we

welcome admissions from our own Year 11 and from

outside.

The focus of Babington’s Sixth Form is very much

on study, academic endeavour and practical work

experience.    

The Sixth Form is unique in that most of the ‘free

periods’ are on Wednesdays, when the students

undertake work experience in a variety of professional

and business contexts; something that will help their

university applications stand out and provide them

with great self-confidence. 



Preparatory
and Nursery





Our purpose built, co-educational Nursery, with

dedicated outdoor learning environment, is an

inspiring area where our children thrive.  They are

happy and eager to learn.  Our qualified teaching staff

ensure that all children experience as many learning

opportunities as possible, and are challenged to be

'risk takers' and push the boundaries of their potential.

In our Nursery and Reception classes we follow

the new Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. We

try to make learning fun and include 'extra' challenge

with a special focus on Mathematics and Literacy. We

also put an emphasis on the children's personal,

social, emotional and physical development and put

significant time into developing their communication

and language skills.  

Our careful curriculum planning incorporates a

number of elements such as playing and exploring,

active learning, creating and thinking critically.

In our Nursery, all children are given their own 'Key

Person', who is specifically assigned to them and

monitors their learning. Our children are encouraged

to explore, imagine and develop through both taught

activities and the continuous provision of free play.

We work in close partnership with parents, and the

Headmaster and Head of Prep are always happy to

have an informal chat about your child's progress, as

well as having more formal discussions throughout the

term. Our teaching staff are also always available to

discuss additional challenges for children to work on

at home. We try to find the spark that lights up their

learning and always encourage their achievements,

however small. In this way we ensure the children are

ready for Year 1 and are equipped with a broad range

of knowledge and skills.

Nursery and Reception

“We are utterly thrilled by the
development we have seen in our
children”  Current Parent





Key Stage 1 consists of Years 1 and 2 (5 to 7 year

olds).  The pupils are taught in classes with both a

qualified teacher and teaching assistant.  This ensures

that each child continues to receive the individual

attention they need and for which Babington House is

renowned.  The teaching and learning becomes more

formal in these year groups, and the subjects, although

taught in a cross-curricular way, begin to have their

own identity (for example Maths, Phonics, Geography,

foreign languages, Music and PE).

The classroom and wider environment is one in

which all pupils are cared for, challenged and

supported to do their best.

At the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) all pupils

complete National Curriculum assessments. In

comparing our results with those nationally, pupils at

Babington House achieve significantly higher than the

national average.

Key Stage 1



Key Stage 2 includes pupils from Years 3 – 6 and

provides the final stage in their primary education.

The primary years provide the foundation for a

successful senior school education. To this end, pupils

in Key Stage 2 experience the benefit of further

specialist subject teaching.  We set a brisk academic

pace and pursue a challenging curriculum.  The pupils

are taught Maths and English by their form teachers

and gradually subject teachers are introduced in

Science, German, French, Spanish, Drama,

Citizenship and Art.

The use of specialist teachers alongside our highly

qualified form teachers enables each pupil to be

pushed to exceed their academic potential, as well as

ensuring that all pupils receive the care and individual

attention associated with small class sizes.

Key Stage 2



Babington House School is well known for its happy

and supportive environment and, consistent with our

aim of developing each child individually, pastoral care

is one of our greatest strengths.

The children are very well cared for in small form

groups, with a form teacher who gets to know them

well and with whom parents are encouraged to

communicate directly.  We have a large number of well

qualified Teaching Assistants and they are also

essential in providing a very high and professional level

of pastoral care.  Most mornings the Headmaster and

Head of Prep can be found at the school gate

welcoming the pupils and chatting to their parents.

At Babington House we try to work in partnership

with parents and believe that the leadership of the

school should be very visible, accessible and play an

important role in creating a caring and respectful

community.

Pastoral Care





Our Sports Department inspires enthusiasm among
the pupils. As in the Seniors, we take sport seriously
and compete with remarkable success at the highest
levels. 

Drama, like music, binds the school together across
its entire age range.  The older girls from the Seniors
help direct and manage the Prep performances,
assisting our committed and highly qualified staff.  The
whole school shows and plays are a real highlight of
the year, as is the Nursery to Year 2 Christmas
celebration.

Drama Sport

Music is one of the best ways for children of different
ages to mix together and they form harmonious
groups in a range of instrumental ensembles and
choirs.  We have, for example, a superb Prep School
Choir and a very impressive whole School Choir.

Music





Just as in the Seniors, we have many excellent clubs

including Ballet, Chess, Horse Riding, Climbing Wall,

Football, ‘Chef’s Whiskers’ Cookery and many more.

Clubs and
Societies



We have a Breakfast Club at school which runs from

7.45am until 8.30am every morning, and an After

School Club which runs from 3.00pm until 6.00pm

every afternoon, Monday to Friday, during term time.

Cereal is provided for the morning club and a light

snack and drinks for the after school club.

Before and after school care is popular with the

younger children, but some girls in Seniors also enjoy

coming, and there is a chance to do homework quietly

during the afternoon session in the ICT room, which

has a member of staff in attendance.

Many parents find it useful to drop their children off

on their way to work at 7.45am, jumping on the

regular train service to London at Elmstead Woods

station, which is a three minute walk away, and then

picking them up on the way back home by 6pm.

We also run a Holiday Club during the whole of the

Summer and Easter holidays which runs from 8am

until 5pm Monday to Friday.

Before and After School Care



We run popular educational school trips in this country

and abroad and visit a number of local attractions,

such as the Bromley Environmental Education Centre,

where we launch our Mini-Beast Topic in Year 1, while

other years venture out on a three day residential trip

to Sayers Croft in the Summer term, where they try a

range of outdoor pursuits.

Trips, Outings and
Outdoor Learning



Boys are now welcome to  remain at Babington until

the age of 11.

The majority of our boys then go on to Eltham

College, with whom we have a close association.  We

also currently have old boys at Dulwich College,

Colfe’s School, St Olave's Boys Grammar and Trinity

School.

There is the expectation that most girls will stay

after Year 6 and go into our outstanding Senior

Department, however a small number do move to the

state grammar schools in the area.

Progression 



“I have nothing but praise for Babington House School;
it gave Poppy the enthusiasm for learning (and GCSE
results!) she needed to go onto Westminster School, where
she is thriving.  In fact, she has just been offered a place
at Oxford University.  Babington House is the perfect
foundation for future academic success.” Poppy’s parents
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